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diverse representation across sectors 
and geographic locations, those with the 
following backgrounds and in the 
following locations are especially 
encouraged to apply: Environmental 
officials from the California state 
government; environmental officials 
from the Arizona state government; and 
non-governmental representatives from 
the state of Arizona. Other individuals 
are also welcome to send in 
nominations and apply themselves.
DATES: Suggested deadline for receiving 
nominations is August 15, 2004. 
Appointments will be made by the 
Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency. Appointments are 
scheduled to be announced in 
September 2004 in advance of the 
Board’s next meeting, scheduled for 
October 27–28, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Submit nomination 
materials to: Elaine Koerner, Designated 
Federal Officer, Good Neighbor 
Environmental Board, EPA Region 9 
Office, WTR–4, 75 Hawthorne St., San 
Francisco, CA., 94105, T: 415–972–
3437, F: 415–947–3537, e-mail 
koerner.elaine@epa.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Elaine Koerner, Designated Federal 
Officer, Good Neighbor Environmental 
Board, EPA Region 9 Office, WTR–4, 75 
Hawthorne St., San Francisco, CA., 
94105, T: 415–972–3437, F: 415–947–
3537, e-mail koerner.elaine@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Good 
Neighbor Environmental Board meets 
three times each calendar year; locations 
include Washington, DC, and various 
locations along the U.S.-Mexico border. 
It was created by the Enterprise for the 
Americas Initiative Act of 1992. An 
Executive Order delegates implementing 
authority to the Administrator of EPA. 
The Board is responsible for providing 
advice to the U.S. President and 
Congress on environmental and 
infrastructure issues and needs within 
the States contiguous to Mexico in order 
to improve the quality of life of persons 
residing on the U.S. side of the border. 
The statute calls for the Board to have 
representatives from U.S. Government 
agencies; the governments of the States 
of Arizona, California, New Mexico and 
Texas; and private organizations with 
expertise on environmental and 
infrastructure problems along the 
southwest border. Board members 
typically contribute 10–15 hours per 
month to the Board’s work. The Board 
membership position is voluntary; 
travel expenses are covered. 

The following criteria will be used to 
evaluate nominees: 

• Residence in one of the four U.S. 
border states. 

• Professional knowledge of, and 
experience with, environmental 
infrastructure activities and policy along 
the U.S.-Mexico border. 

• Senior level-experience that fills a 
gap in Board representation, or brings a 
new and relevant dimension to its 
deliberations. 

• Representation of a sector or group 
that is involved in border region 
environmental infrastructure. 

• Demonstrated ability to work in a 
consensus-building process with a wide 
range of representatives from diverse 
constituencies. 

• Willingness to serve a two-year 
term as an actively-contributing 
member, with possible re-appointment 
to a second term. 
Nominees’ qualifications will be 
assessed under the mandates of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, which 
requires Committees to maintain 
diversity across a broad range of 
constituencies, sectors, and groups. 

Nominations for membership must 
include a resume describing the 
professional and educational 
qualifications of the nominee as well as 
community-based experience. Contact 
details should include full name and 
title, business mailing address, 
telephone, fax, and e-mail address. A 
supporting letter of endorsement is 
encouraged but not required.

Dated: July 13, 2004. 
Elaine M. Koerner, 
Designated Federal Officer.
[FR Doc. 04–17503 Filed 7–30–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

[FRL–OW–FRL–7794–3] 

Draft National Guidance: Best 
Management Practices for Preparing 
Vessels Intended To Create Artificial 
Reefs

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice of availability and 
request for comments. 

SUMMARY: This notice informs the public 
of the availability of a guidance 
document containing information on 
national environmentally-based best 
management practices for preparation of 
vessels to be sunk with the intention of 
creating artificial reefs. This notice of 
availability commences a 60-day public 
comment period on the guidance 
document. The guidance satisfies the 
mandate of section 3516 of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 

Year 2004. The guidance was also 
developed in response to the Maritime 
Administration’s (MARAD) request for 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) to assist in identifying 
potential management options for their 
decommissioned vessel fleet. The EPA 
is requesting public comment on this 
document.

DATES: EPA will accept comments on 
the Draft National Guidance: Best 
Management Practices for Preparing 
Vessels Intended to Create Artificial 
Reefs received on or before October 1, 
2004.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be 
submitted electronically, by mail or 
through hand-delivery/courier. Follow 
the detailed instructions as provided in 
Section I.C. of the SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION section. Electronic files 
may be e-mailed to:
OW-Docket@epa.gov. Comments may 
also be mailed to the Water Docket, 
Environmental Protection Agency, Mail 
Code: 4101T, 1200 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20460, 
Attention Docket ID No. OW–2004–
0003. Instructions for couriers and other 
hand delivery are provided in Section 
I.C.3. The Agency will not accept 
facsimiles (faxes).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Laura S. Johnson, Marine Pollution 
Control Branch (4504T), U.S. EPA, 1200 
Pennsylvania Ave., NW., Washington, 
DC 20460; (202) 566–1273; 
johnson.laura-s@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. General Information 

A. Interested Entities 

Entities potentially interested in 
today’s notice are those who want to 
transfer their vessel for reefing, have the 
capacity to prepare a vessel for reefing, 
wish to undertake a vessel-to-reef 
project, or are responsible for managing 
an artificial reef. Categories and entities 
interested in today’s notice include.

Category Examples of interested
entities 

Federal ...........
Government ...

Maritime Administration, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, 
U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. 
Navy, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration. 

State/Local/
Tribal.

Government ...

Governments owning or re-
sponsible for artificial reef 
preparation, placement, 
and management; coastal 
communities. 
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Category Examples of interested
entities 

Industry and 
General 
Public.

Shipyards, salvage compa-
nies, recreational fishing 
and scuba diving interests, 
environmental interest 
groups. 

This table is not intended to be 
exhaustive, but rather provides a guide 
for readers regarding entities likely to be 
interested in this notice. This table lists 
the types of entities that EPA is now 
aware could potentially be interested in 
this notice. Other types of entities not 
listed in the table could also be 
interested. 

B. How Can I Get Copies of This 
Document and Other Related 
Information? 

1. Guidance Document Electronic 
Access. To obtain a copy of the 
guidance document entitled ‘‘Draft 
National Guidance: Best Management 
Practices for Preparing Vessels Intended 
to Create Artificial Reefs,’’ please access 
our Web site at: http://www.epa.gov/
owow/oceans/habitat/artificialreefs 
under ‘‘Recent Additions.’’ 

2. Federal Register Docket. EPA has 
established a public docket for this 
notice under Docket ID No. OW–2004–
0003. The public docket consists of the 
documents specifically referenced in 
this notice and other information related 
to this notice. The public docket does 
not include information claimed as 
Confidential Business Information (CBI) 
or other information whose disclosure is 
restricted by statute. The public docket 
is available for public viewing at the 
Water Docket in the EPA Docket Center, 
(EPA/DC) EPA West, Room B102, 1301 
Constitution Ave., NW., Washington, 
DC. The EPA Docket Center Public 
Reading Room is open from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
excluding legal holidays. The telephone 
number for the Public Reading Room is 
(202) 566–1744, and the telephone 
number for the Water Docket is (202) 
566–2426. To view these materials, we 
encourage you to call ahead to schedule 
an appointment. Every user is entitled 
to copy 266 pages per day before 
incurring a charge. The docket may 
charge 15 cents a page for each page 
over the 266-page limit plus an 
administrative fee of $25.00. 

3. Federal Register Electronic Access. 
You may access this Federal Register 
document electronically through the 
EPA Internet under the ‘‘Federal 
Register’’ listings at: http://
www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/. 

An electronic version of the public 
docket is available through EPA’s 

electronic public docket and comment 
system, EPA Dockets. You may use EPA 
Dockets at http://www.epa.gov/edocket/
to submit or view comments, access the 
index listing of the contents of the 
public docket, and access those 
documents in the public docket that are 
available electronically. Once in the 
system, select ‘‘Search,’’ then key in the 
appropriate docket identification 
number.

Certain types of information will not 
be placed in EPA Dockets. Information 
claimed as CBI and other information 
whose disclosure is restricted by statute 
will not be available for public viewing 
in EPA’s electronic public docket. 
Copyrighted material will not be placed 
in EPA’s electronic public docket, but 
will be available only in printed, paper 
form in the public docket. To the extent 
feasible, publicly available docket 
materials will be made available in 
EPA’s electronic public docket. When a 
document is selected from the index list 
in EPA Dockets, the system will identify 
whether the document is available for 
viewing in EPA’s electronic public 
docket. Although not all docket 
materials may be available 
electronically, you may still access any 
of the publicly available docket 
materials through the docket facility 
identified in Section I.B.2. 

For public commenters, it is 
important to note that comments, 
whether submitted electronically or on 
paper, will be made available for public 
viewing in EPA’s electronic public 
docket as EPA receives them and 
without change, unless the comments 
contain copyrighted material, 
information claimed as CBI, or other 
information whose disclosure is 
restricted by statute. When EPA 
identifies comments containing 
copyrighted material, EPA will provide 
a reference to that material in the 
version of the comments that is placed 
in EPA’s electronic public docket. The 
entire comment, including the 
copyrighted material, will be available 
in the public docket. 

Comments submitted on computer 
disks that are mailed or delivered to the 
docket will be transferred to EPA’s 
electronic public docket. Comments that 
are mailed or delivered to the docket 
will be scanned and placed in EPA’s 
electronic public docket. Where 
practical, physical objects will be 
photographed, and the photograph will 
be placed in EPA’s electronic public 
docket along with a brief description 
written by the docket staff. 

C. How and To Whom Do I Submit My 
Comments? 

You may submit comments 
electronically, by mail, or through hand 
delivery/courier. To ensure proper 
receipt by EPA, identify the appropriate 
docket identification number in the 
subject line on the first page of your 
comments. Please ensure that your 
comments are submitted within the 
specified time period. Comments 
received after the close of the stated 
time period will be marked ‘‘Late.’’ EPA 
might not be able to consider late 
submittals. If you wish to submit 
information claimed as CBI or 
information that is otherwise protected 
by statute, please follow the instructions 
in Section I.D. Do not use EPA Dockets 
or e-mail to submit information claimed 
as CBI or information protected by 
statute. 

1. Electronically. If you submit 
electronic comments as prescribed 
below, EPA recommends that you 
include your name, mailing address, 
and an e-mail address or other contact 
information in the body of your 
comments. Also include this contact 
information on the outside of any disk 
or CD–ROM you submit, and in any 
cover letter accompanying the disk or 
CD–ROM. This ensures that you can be 
identified as the submitter of the 
comments and allows EPA to contact 
you in case EPA cannot read your 
comments due to technical difficulties 
or needs further information on the 
substance of your comments. EPA will 
not edit your comments, and any 
identifying or contact information 
provided in the body of a comment will 
be included as part of the comments 
that are placed in the public docket, and 
made available in EPA’s electronic 
public docket. If EPA cannot read your 
comments due to technical difficulties 
and cannot contact you for clarification, 
EPA may not be able to consider your 
comments. 

i. EPA Dockets. Your use of EPA’s 
electronic public docket to submit 
comments to EPA electronically is 
EPA’s preferred method for receiving 
comments. Go directly to EPA Dockets 
at http://www.epa.gov/edocket and 
follow the online instructions for 
submitting comments. To access EPA’s 
electronic public docket from the EPA 
Internet Home Page, select ‘‘Information 
Sources,’’ ‘‘Dockets,’’ and ‘‘EPA 
Dockets.’’ Once in the system, select 
‘‘Search,’’ and then key in Docket ID No. 
OW–2004–0003. The system is an 
‘‘anonymous access’’ system, which 
means EPA will not know your identity, 
e-mail address, or other contact 
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information unless you provide it in the 
body of your information. 

ii. E-mail. Comments may be sent by 
electronic mail (e-mail) to: OW-
Docket@epa.gov, Attention Docket ID 
No. OW–2004–0003. In contrast to 
EPA’s electronic public docket, EPA’s e-
mail system is not an ‘‘anonymous 
access’’ system. If you send an e-mail 
comment directly to the Docket without 
going through EPA’s electronic public 
docket, EPA’s e-mail system 
automatically captures your e-mail 
address. E-mail addresses that are 
automatically captured by EPA’s e-mail 
system are included as part of the 
comments that are placed in the public 
docket, and made available in EPA’s 
electronic public docket. 

iii. Disk or CD–ROM. You may submit 
comments on a disk or CD–ROM that 
you mail to the mailing address 
identified in Section I.C.2. These 
electronic submissions will be accepted 
in WordPerfect, or ASCII file format. 
Avoid the use of special characters and 
any form of encryption. 

2. By Mail. Send an original and three 
copies of all comments, enclosures, or 
references, to the Water Docket, 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
Mailcode MC–4101T, 1200 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20460, Attention 
Docket ID No. OW–2004–0003. 

3. By Hand Delivery or Courier. 
Deliver your comments to: EPA Docket 
Center, (EPA/DC) EPA West, Room 
B102, 1301 Constitution Ave., NW., 
Washington, DC 20004, Attention 
Docket ID No. OW–2004–0003. Such 
deliveries are only accepted during the 
Docket’s normal hours of operation as 
identified in Section I.B.2. 

D. How Should I Submit CBI to the 
Agency? 

Do not submit information that you 
consider to be CBI electronically to the 
EPA Docket Center or through EPA’s 
electronic public docket or by e-mail. 
Send or deliver information identified 
as CBI only to the following address: 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Mailcode 4504 T, Preparation of Vessels 
Intended to be Artificial Reefs, 1301 
Constitution Ave, NW., Room 7114, 
EPA West Building, Washington, DC 
20004. You may claim information that 
you submit to EPA as CBI by marking 
that information CBI (if you submit CBI 
on disk or CD–ROM, indicate on the 
outside of the disk or CD–ROM that it 
contains information claimed as CBI 
and then identify electronically within 
the disk or CD–ROM the specific 
information that is CBI). Information so 
marked will not be disclosed except in 

accordance with procedures set forth in 
40 CFR part 2. 

In addition to one complete version of 
the comment that includes any 
information claimed as CBI, a copy of 
the comment that does not contain the 
information claimed as CBI must be 
submitted for inclusion in the public 
docket and EPA’s electronic public 
docket. If you use a disk or CD–ROM, 
mark the outside of the disk or CD–ROM 
clearly to indicate that it does not 
contain CBI. Information not marked as 
CBI will be included in the public 
docket and EPA’s electronic public 
docket without prior notice. If you have 
any questions about CBI or the 
procedures for claiming CBI, please 
consult one of the persons identified in 
the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT 
section.

E. What Should I Consider as I Prepare 
My Comments for EPA? 

You may find these suggestions 
helpful for preparing your comments: 

1. Explain your comments as clearly 
as possible. 

2. Describe any assumptions that you 
used. 

3. Provide any technical information 
and/or data you used that supports your 
comments. 

4. Provide specific examples to 
illustrate your concerns. 

5. Offer alternatives. 
6. Make sure to submit your 

comments by the deadline identified. 
7. To ensure proper receipt by EPA, 

identify the appropriate docket 
identification number in the subject line 
on the first page of your response. It 
would also be helpful if you provided 
the name, date, and Federal Register 
citation related to your comments. 

II. Background and Today’s Action 

Options for managing obsolete and 
decommissioned military and 
commercial vessels include re-use of the 
vessel or parts of the vessel, recycling or 
scrapping, creating artificial reefs, and 
disposal on land or at sea. The guidance 
document made available today 
addresses one of these management 
options—artificial reef creation—with 
the intent of promoting a consistent, 
national approach. 

An interagency workgroup, chaired by 
EPA, was established to develop 
national environmentally-based best 
management practices (BMPs) for the 
preparation of vessels to be sunk with 
the intention of creating artificial reefs. 
The workgroup was comprised of 
representatives from the EPA, U.S. Coast 
Guard, U.S. Navy, Maritime 
Administration (MARAD), U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration, and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Workgroup members assisted in the 
drafting of various sections of the 
document. 

This guidance is required by section 
3516 of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2004 
(Act), which amends existing law to 
require that MARAD and EPA jointly 
develop guidance recommending 
environmental BMPs to be used in the 
preparation of vessels for use as 
artificial reefs. These BMPs are to serve 
as national guidance for Federal 
agencies for the preparation of vessels 
for use as artificial reefs. The Act 
provides that the BMPs are to (A) ensure 
that vessels prepared for use as artificial 
reefs ‘‘will be environmentally sound in 
their use as artificial reefs,’’ (B) 
‘‘promote consistent use of such 
practices nationwide,’’ (C) ‘‘provide a 
basis for estimating the costs associated 
with the preparation of vessels for use 
as artificial reefs,’’ and (D) include 
measures that will ‘‘enhance the utility 
of the Artificial Reefing Program of the 
Maritime Administration as an option 
for the disposal of obsolete vessels.’’ 

The guidance identifies materials or 
categories of materials of concern that 
may be present aboard vessels, indicates 
where these materials may be found, 
and describes their potential adverse 
impacts if released into the marine 
environment. The materials of concern 
include: fuels and oil, asbestos, 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), 
paints, debris (e.g., vessel debris, 
floatables, introduced material), and 
other materials of environmental 
concern (e.g., mercury, refrigerants). 
Because the BMPs described in the 
guidance are directed at the 
environmental concerns associated with 
using vessels as artificial reefs, other 
sources of information should also be 
used with regard to preparation of the 
vessel from a diver safety perspective or 
for any other potential in-water uses 
(e.g., breakwaters or other types of 
barriers). 

For each material or category of 
material of concern identified above, the 
guidance provides a general 
performance clean-up goal and 
information on methods for attaining 
those clean-up goals in preparation of 
the vessel prior to sinking. The guidance 
also includes a description of each 
material of concern’s shipboard use and 
where it may be found on a vessel, as 
well as its expected impacts if released 
into the marine environment. 

The guidance describes guidelines for 
the preparation of vessels in a manner 
that are intended to ensure that the 
marine environment will benefit from 
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their use as an artificial reef. Because 
strategic siting is an essential 
component of a successful artificial reef 
project, the guidance also discusses reef 
siting.

Dated: July 20, 2004. 
Benjamin H. Grumbles, 
Acting Assistant Administrator, Office of 
Water.
[FR Doc. 04–17502 Filed 7–30–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION 

Sunshine Act Meeting; Open 
Commission Meeting; Wednesday, 
August 4, 2004

July 28, 2004. 
The Federal Communications 

Commission will hold an Open Meeting 
on the subjects listed below on 
Wednesday, August 4, 2004, which is 

scheduled to commence at 9:30 a.m. in 
Room TW–C305, at 445 12th Street, 
SW., Washington, DC.

Item No. Bureau Subject 

1 ......................... Homeland Security Policy Council .......... The Homeland Security Policy Council will present a report concerning this year’s 
FCC regulatory, outreach, and partnership initiatives in support of homeland se-
curity. 

2 ......................... Office of Engineering and Technology .... Title: Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement Act and Broadband Ac-
cess and Services (RM–10865). 

Summary: The Commission will consider a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and 
Declaratory Ruling concerning the appropriate legal and policy framework of 
the Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement Act. 

3 ......................... Office of Engineering and Technology .... Title: New Part 4 of the Commission’s Rules Concerning Disruptions to Commu-
nications (ET Docket No. 04–35). 

Summary: The Commission will consider a Report and Order concerning the re-
porting of service disruptions by providers of telecommunications services. 

4 ......................... Enforcement ............................................ Title: Review of the Emergency Alert System. 
Summary: The Commission will consider a Notice of Inquiry concerning the ex-

amination of the Emergency Alert System as an effective mechanism for warn-
ing the American public during an emergency. 

5 ......................... Wireline Competition ............................... Title: Schools and Libraries Universal Service Support Mechanism (CC Docket 
No. 02–6). 

Summary: The Commission will consider a Fifth Report and Order concerning 
measures to protect against waste, fraud and abuse in the administration of the 
schools and libraries universal service support mechanism. 

6 ......................... Wireline Competition ............................... Title: Review of the Section 251 Unbundling Obligations for Incumbent Local Ex-
change Carriers (CC Docket No. 01–338); Implementation of the Local Com-
petition Provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (CC Docket No. 96–
98); and Deployment of Wireline Services Offering Advanced Telecommuni-
cations Capability (CC Docket No. 98–147). 

Summary: The Commission will consider an Order on Reconsideration address-
ing, in part, petitions filed by BellSouth and SureWest for clarification and/or 
partial reconsideration of the Triennial Review Order (FCC 03–36). 

7 ......................... Media ....................................................... Title: Second Periodic Review of the Commission’s Rules and Policies Affecting 
the Conversion to Digital Television (MB Docket No. 03–15, RM–9832). 

Summary: The Commission will consider a Report and Order concerning the con-
version of the nation’s broadcast television system from analog to digital tele-
vision. 

8 ......................... Media ....................................................... Title: Digital Output Protection Technologies and Recording Method Certifications 
(MB Docket Nos. 04–55, 04–56, 04–57, 04–58, 04–59, 04–60, 04–61, 04–62, 
04–63, 04–64, 04–65, 04–66, and 04–68). 

Summary: The Commission will consider an Order responding to certifications re-
ceived in response to an initial certification window by which digital output pro-
tection technologies and recording methods could be authorized for use and 
give effect to the Redistribution Control Descriptor set forth in ATSC Standard 
A/65B (the ‘‘flag’’). 

9 ......................... Consumer & Governmental Affairs ......... Title: Rules and Regulations Implementing of the Controlling the Assault of Non-
Solicited Pornography and Marketing Act of 2003 (CG Docket No. 04–53); and 
Rules and Regulations Implementing the Telephone Consumer Protection Act 
of 1991 (CG Docket No. 02–278). 

Summary: The Commission will consider an Order concerning implementation of 
the Controlling the Assault of Non-Solicited Pornography and Marketing Act of 
2003. 

Additional information concerning 
this meeting may be obtained from 
Audrey Spivack or David Fiske, Office 
of Media Relations, (202) 418 0500; 
TTY 1–888–835–5322. Audio/Video 
coverage of the meeting will be 
broadcast live over the Internet from the 

FCC’s Audio/Video Events Web page at 
http://www.fcc.gov/realaudio.

For a fee this meeting can be viewed 
live over George Mason University’s 
Capitol Connection. The Capitol 
Connection also will carry the meeting 
live via the Internet. To purchase these 

services call (703) 993–3100 or go to 
http://www.capitolconnection.gmu.edu. 
Audio and video tapes of this meeting 
can be purchased from CACI 
Productions, 14151 Park Meadow Drive, 
Chantilly, VA 20151, (703) 679–3851. 
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