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attendance limited to space available.
The meeting also will be Web cast.

The meeting will involve an
exploration of the issues associated with
the marketing of personalized genomic
information and services directly to
consumers. The Committee will hear
presentations about these services,
including the specificity of information
being provided and plans for helping
consumers interpret and utilize the
results for healthcare decisionmaking,
consumer perspectives, the state of the
underlying science, and public policy
considerations. As part of this
exploration, the Committee will adjourn
for the afternoon of July 7 to participate
in a workshop sponsored by Secretary
Leavitt’s Personalized Health Care
Initiative on Understanding the Needs
of Consumers in the Use of Genomic-
based Health Information Services. The
Committee also will review a proposed
action plan for addressing issues
associated with the genetics education
and training of health professionals and
move into the second stage of its
priority setting process.

As always, the Committee welcomes
hearing from anyone wishing to provide
public comment on any issue related to
genetics, health and society. Individuals
who would like to provide public
comment should notify the SACGHS
Executive Secretary, Ms. Sarah Carr, by
telephone at 301-496-9838 or e-mail at
carrs@od.nih.gov. The SACGHS office is
located at 6705 Rockledge Drive, Suite
750, Bethesda, MD 20892. Anyone
planning to attend the meeting who is
in need of special assistance, such as
sign language interpretation or other
reasonable accommodations, is also
asked to contact the Executive
Secretary.

Under authority of 42 U.S.C. 217a,
Section 222 of the Public Health Service
Act, as amended, the Department of
Health and Human Services established
SACGHS to serve as a public forum for
deliberations on the broad range of
human health and societal issues raised
by the development and use of genetic
and genomic technologies and, as
warranted, to provide advice on these
issues. The draft meeting agenda and
other information about SACGHS,
including information about access to
the Web cast, will be available at the
following Web site: http://
www4.od.nih.gov/oba/sacghs.htm.

Dated: May 16, 2008.
Jennifer Spaeth,

Director, NIH Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.
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ACTION: Request for comments.

SUMMARY: The NIDCR is developing a
new strategic plan to guide the
Institute’s research efforts over the next
five years (2009—-2013). NIDCR is
inviting public comments and input for
the development of the plan via its Web
site http://www.nidcr.nih.gov, by mail
or fax to the addresses below.

ADDRESSES: National Institute of Dental
and Craniofacial Research, Office of the
Director, 31 Center Drive, Building 31
Room 2C39, MSC 2290 Bethesda, MD
20892.

FAX:301-402-2185.

E-mail: http://www.nidcr.nih.gov/
NewsAndFeatures/Announcements/
StrategicPlanInput.htm.

DATES: Comments should be submitted
via e-mail on or before June 20, 2008.
Background: NIDCR is the lead
federal agency for research and research
training on oral, dental and craniofacial
diseases and disorders. NIDCR has a
distinguished record of nearly 60 years
of supporting research to advance the
oral health of the nation. Achieving
NIDCR’s vision of advancing the oral
health and well-being for all requires
having a comprehensive strategic plan
that identifies the most promising
opportunities for investment, delineates
the Institute’s priorities, and that
reflects the advice of the research
community and the public at large.
NIDCR achieves its mission to improve
oral, dental and craniofacial health
through research, research training and
the dissemination of health information.

Request for Comments

The NIDCR seeks input to the
following questions to inform the
strategic plan:

1. Looking forward, should NIDCR
increase its use of targeted research to
ensure that key research areas with
promise are addressed? If so, what
priority areas would you recommend
that NIDCR pursue? Targeted research is
research solicited by the Institute via
initiatives, RFAs or RFPs.

2. In your view, what are the truly
“transformative’ areas that could have
the greatest benefit for advancing dental
research?

3. What can be done to augment and
accelerate the role and significance of
dental and craniofacial research in the
growing framework of translational
research?

4. What should be NIDCR’s position
on funding “high risk/high reward
research”? What in your view
constitutes “high risk/high reward”?

5. In realistic terms, what can—and
should—NIDCR do to expand and
enhance the “pipeline” for new dental
and craniofacial researchers?

6. Please provide any additional input
that you think would be useful to
NIDCR in developing its 2009—2013
Strategic Plan.

Individuals submitting public
comments are asked to include relevant
contact information [name, affiliation (if
any), e-mail-address and phone]. This
information may be disclosed to NIDCR
senior staff serving on the strategic plan
steering committee and to contractors
working on behalf of NIDCR.
Submission of this information is
voluntary. However, the information
you provide will help to categorize
responses by scientific area of expertise,
organizational entity or professional
affiliation. Collection of this information
is authorized under 42 U.S.C. 203, 241,
2891-1 and 44 U.S.C. 3101 and Sections
301 and 493 of the Public Health
Service Act regarding the establishment
of the National Institutes of Health, its
general authority to conduct and fund
research and to provide training
assistance, and its general authority to
maintain records in connection with its
other functions.

Dated: May 17, 2008.

Lawrence A. Tabak,

Director, National Institute of Dental and
Craniofacial Research, National Institutes of
Health.
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