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The general standards for increasing a 
baseline proposed penalty on the basis 
of prior violations are as follows: 

1. For each prior civil or criminal 
enforcement case—25% increase over 
the pre-mitigation recommended 
penalty. 

2. For each prior ticket—10% increase 
over the pre-mitigation recommended 
penalty. 

3. A baseline proposed penalty will 
not be increased more than 100% on the 
basis of prior violations. 

4. A case or ticket of prior violations 
initiated in a calendar year more than 
six years before the calendar year in 
which the current case is initiated 
normally will not be considered in 
determining a proposed penalty for the 
current violation(s).

PART 171—GENERAL INFORMATION, 
REGULATIONS, AND DEFINITIONS

■ 17. The authority citation for part 171 
is revised to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 5101–5127, 44701; 49 
CFR 1.45 and 1.53; Pub. L. 101–410 section 
4 (28 U.S.C. 2461 note); Pub. L. 104–134 
section 31001.

§ 171.1 [Amended]

■ 18. In § 171.1, in paragraph (c), the 
words ‘‘$25,000 ($27,500 for a violation 
that occurs after January 21, 1997) and 
not less than $250 for each violation.’’ in 
the first sentence are revised to read: 
‘‘$32,500 and not less than $275 for each 
violation. (For a violation that occurred 
after January 21, 1997, and before 
October 1, 2003, the maximum and 
minimum civil penalties are $27,500 and 
$250, respectively.)’’
* * * * *

Issued in Washington, DC on August 25, 
2003, under authority delegated in 49 CFR 
part 1. 

Samuel G. Bonasso, 
Acting Administrator.
[FR Doc. 03–22569 Filed 9–5–03; 8:45 am] 
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by 
Vessels Catching Pacific Cod for 
Processing by the Inshore Component 
in the Central Regulatory Area of the 
Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed 
fishing for Pacific cod by vessels 
catching Pacific cod for processing by 
the inshore component in the Central 
Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska 
(GOA). This action is necessary to 
prevent exceeding the 2003 total 
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific cod 
apportioned to vessels catching Pacific 
cod for processing by the inshore 
component of the Central Regulatory 
Area of the GOA.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local 
time (A.l.t.), September 3, 2003, through 
2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Josh 
Keaton, 907–586–7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 
GOA exclusive economic zone 
according to the Fishery Management 
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of 
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act. Regulations governing 
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance 
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50 
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2003 TAC of Pacific cod 
apportioned to vessels catching Pacific 
cod for processing by the inshore 
component in the Central Regulatory 
Area of the GOA is 20,421 metric tons 
(mt) as established by the final 2003 
harvest specifications for groundfish of 
the GOA (68 FR 9924, March 3, 2003)

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i), 
the Administrator, Alaska Region, 
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has 
determined that the 2003 TAC of Pacific 
cod apportioned to vessels catching 
Pacific cod for processing by the inshore 
component of the Central Regulatory 
Area of the GOA will be reached. 
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is 
establishing a directed fishing 
allowance of 19,400 mt, and is setting 
aside the remaining 1,021 mt as bycatch 
to support other anticipated groundfish 
fisheries. In accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional 
Administrator finds that this directed 
fishing allowance will soon be reached. 
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing for Pacific cod by 
vessels catching Pacific cod for 
processing by the inshore component in 
the Central Regulatory Area of the GOA.

Classification

This action responds to the best 
available information recently obtained 
from the fishery. The Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA 
(AA), finds good cause to waive the 
requirement to provide prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment 
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is 
contrary to the public interest. This 
requirement is contrary to the public 
interest as it would delay the closure of 
the fishery, lead to exceeding the TAC 
of Pacific cod apportioned to vessels 
catching Pacific cod for processing by 
the inshore component in the Central 
Regulatory Area of the GOA, and 
therefore reduce the public’s ability to 
use and enjoy the fishery resource.

The AA also finds good cause to 
waive the 30–day delay in the effective 
date of this action under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon 
the reasons provided above for waiver of 
prior notice and opportunity for public 
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20 
and is exempt from review under 
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: September 2, 2003.
Bruce C. Morehead, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–22781 Filed 9–3–03; 3:25 pm]
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