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recreational landings based on the 
Marine Recreational Information 
Program’s newer Fishing Effort Survey 
method, indicated that the Atlantic 
Spanish mackerel stock was not 
overfished nor undergoing overfishing. 
The amendment currently includes 
actions to update catch levels to be 
consistent with SEDAR 78 and the 
Council’s Scientific and Statistical 
Committee recommendations. 

During the scoping meetings, Council 
staff will present an overview of the 
draft framework amendment and will be 
available for informal discussions and to 
answer questions via webinar. Members 
of the public will have an opportunity 
to go on record to record their 
comments for consideration by the 
Council. 

Special Accommodations 

These meetings are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for auxiliary aids should be 
directed to the Council office (see 
ADDRESSES) 3 days prior to the meeting. 

Note: The times and sequence specified in 
this agenda are subject to change. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: October 6, 2023. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2023–22658 Filed 10–12–23; 8:45 am] 
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 87 Post Data 
Workshop Webinar for Gulf of Mexico 
White, Pink, and Brown Shrimp. 

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 87 assessment 
process of Gulf of Mexico white, pink, 
and brown shrimp will consist of a Data 
Workshop, and a series of assessment 
webinars, and a Review Workshop. See 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION. 
DATES: The SEDAR 87 Post Data 
Workshop webinar will be held 
November 6, 2023, from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m., Eastern Time. 
ADDRESSES: 

Meeting address: The meeting will be 
held via webinar. The webinar is open 
to members of the public. Those 
interested in participating should 
contact Julie A. Neer at SEDAR (see FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT) to 
request an invitation providing webinar 
access information. Please request 
webinar invitations at least 24 hours in 
advance of each webinar. 

SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place 
Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston, SC 
29405. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie 
A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator; (843) 571– 
4366; email: Julie.neer@safmc.net. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf 
of Mexico, South Atlantic, and 
Caribbean Fishery Management 
Councils, in conjunction with NOAA 
Fisheries and the Atlantic and Gulf 
States Marine Fisheries Commissions 
have implemented the Southeast Data, 
Assessment and Review (SEDAR) 
process, a multi-step method for 
determining the status of fish stocks in 
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a multi- 
step process including: (1) Data 
Workshop, (2) a series of assessment 
webinars, and (3) A Review Workshop. 
The product of the Data Workshop is a 
report that compiles and evaluates 
potential datasets and recommends 
which datasets are appropriate for 
assessment analyses. The assessment 
webinars produce a report that describes 
the fisheries, evaluates the status of the 
stock, estimates biological benchmarks, 
projects future population conditions, 
and recommends research and 
monitoring needs. The product of the 
Review Workshop is an Assessment 
Summary documenting panel opinions 
regarding the strengths and weaknesses 
of the stock assessment and input data. 
Participants for SEDAR Workshops are 
appointed by the Gulf of Mexico, South 
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery 
Management Councils and NOAA 
Fisheries Southeast Regional Office, 
HMS Management Division, and 
Southeast Fisheries Science Center. 
Participants include data collectors and 
database managers; stock assessment 
scientists, biologists, and researchers; 
constituency representatives including 
fishermen, environmentalists, and 
NGO’s; International experts; and staff 
of Councils, Commissions, and state and 
federal agencies. 

The items of discussion during the 
Post Data Workshop webinar are as 
follows: 

Participants will discuss and finalize 
any outstanding data issues remaining 
from the Data Workshop. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 

before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Action will 
be restricted to those issues specifically 
identified in this notice and any issues 
arising after publication of this notice 
that require emergency action under 
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act, provided the public has been 
notified of the intent to take final action 
to address the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

These meetings are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to the Council office 
(see ADDRESSES) at least 5 business days 
prior to each workshop. 

Note: The times and sequence specified in 
this agenda are subject to change. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: October 6, 2023. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2023–22660 Filed 10–12–23; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XD455] 

New England Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery 
Management Council’s is convening its 
Scientific and Statistical Committee 
(SSC) to consider actions affecting New 
England fisheries in the exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ). 
Recommendations from this group will 
be brought to the full Council for formal 
consideration and action, if appropriate. 
DATES: This hybrid meeting will be held 
on Friday, October 27, 2023, beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. 
ADDRESSES: 

Meeting address: The meeting will be 
held at the Hilton Garden Inn, 100 
Boardman Street, Boston, MA 02128, 
(617) 567–6789. 

Webinar registration information: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/ 
register/114112148113299549. Call in 
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information: +1 (631) 992–3221, Access 
Code: 957–827–573. 

Council address: New England 
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water 
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Cate 
O’Keefe, Executive Director, New 
England Fishery Management Council; 
telephone: (978) 465–0492. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Agenda 

The Scientific and Statistical 
Committee will meet to: review the 
information provided by the Council’s 
Plan Development Teams, and stock 
assessment information where 
appropriate, and recommend the 
overfishing limits (OFL) and acceptable 
biological catches (ABC) for: two stocks 
of red hake, northern silver hake, and 
southern whiting (silver and offshore 
hakes combined) for fishing years (FY) 
2024–2026 and Groundfish: Acadian 
redfish, Northern windowpane and 
Southern windowpane for FY 2024– 
2026. They will reconsider SSC 
recommendations for white hake OFL 
and ABC for FY 2024–2025 based on 
corrected catch data and PDT analyses. 
Other business will be discussed as 
necessary. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained on the agenda may come 
before this Council for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Council 
action will be restricted to those issues 
specifically listed in this notice and any 
issues arising after publication of this 
notice that require emergency action 
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Act, provided the public has 
been notified of the Council’s intent to 
take final action to address the 
emergency. The public also should be 
aware that the meeting will be recorded. 
Consistent with 16 U.S.C. 1852, a copy 
of the recording is available upon 
request. 

Special Accommodations 

This meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to Cate 
O’Keefe, Executive Director, at (978) 
465–0492, at least 5 days prior to the 
meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: October 6, 2023. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2023–22659 Filed 10–12–23; 8:45 am] 
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Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to 
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Mammals Incidental to a Marine 
Geophysical Survey of Puerto Rico in 
the Northwest Atlantic Ocean 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; issuance of an incidental 
harassment authorization. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
regulations implementing the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) as 
amended, notification is hereby given 
that NMFS has issued an incidental 
harassment authorization (IHA) to 
Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory (L– 
DEO) to incidentally harass marine 
mammals during a marine geophysical 
survey near Puerto Rico in the 
northwest Atlantic Ocean. 
DATES: This authorization is effective 
from October 6, 2023 through October 5, 
2024. 
ADDRESSES: Electronic copies of the 
application and supporting documents, 
as well as a list of the references cited 
in this document, may be obtained 
online at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/permit/ 
incidental-take-authorizations-under- 
marine-mammal-protection-act/ 
incidental-take-authorizations-research- 
and-other-activities. In case of problems 
accessing these documents, please call 
the contact listed above. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jenna Harlacher, Office of Protected 
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
The MMPA prohibits the ‘‘take’’ of 

marine mammals, with certain 
exceptions. Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and 
(D) of the MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et 
seq.) direct the Secretary of Commerce 
(as delegated to NMFS) to allow, upon 
request, the incidental, but not 
intentional, taking of small numbers of 
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who 
engage in a specified activity (other than 
commercial fishing) within a specified 
geographical region if certain findings 
are made and either regulations are 
proposed or, if the taking is limited to 
harassment, a notice of a proposed IHA 
is provided to the public for review. 

Authorization for incidental takings 
shall be granted if NMFS finds that the 

taking will have a negligible impact on 
the species or stock(s) and will not have 
an unmitigable adverse impact on the 
availability of the species or stock(s) for 
taking for subsistence uses (where 
relevant). Further, NMFS must prescribe 
the permissible methods of taking and 
other ‘‘means of effecting the least 
practicable adverse impact’’ on the 
affected species or stocks and their 
habitat, paying particular attention to 
rookeries, mating grounds, and areas of 
similar significance, and on the 
availability of the species or stocks for 
taking for certain subsistence uses 
(referred to in shorthand as 
‘‘mitigation’’); and requirements 
pertaining to the mitigation, monitoring 
and reporting of the takings are set forth. 
The definitions of all applicable MMPA 
statutory terms cited above are included 
in the relevant sections below. 

Summary of Request 

On April 27, 2023, NMFS received a 
request from L–DEO for an IHA to take 
marine mammals incidental to a marine 
geophysical survey of the Puerto Rico 
Trench and the southern slope of Puerto 
Rico in the northwest Atlantic Ocean. 
L–DEO submitted a revised application 
on July 27, 2023. The application was 
deemed adequate and complete on July 
27, 2023. L–DEO’s request is for take of 
27 marine mammal species by Level B 
harassment, and for a subset of 5 of 
these species, by Level A harassment. 
Neither L–DEO nor NMFS expect 
serious injury or mortality to result from 
this activity and, therefore, an IHA is 
appropriate. There are no changes from 
the proposed IHA to the final IHA. 

Description of Activity 

Overview 

Researchers from the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution (WHOI), 
University of Texas Institute of 
Geophysics (UTIG), and University of 
Puerto Rico Mayaguez (UPRM), with 
funding from the U.S. National Science 
Foundation (NSF) and in collaboration 
with the United States Geological 
Survey (USGS) and researchers from the 
GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean 
Research (GEOMAR), plan to conduct 
research, including seismic surveys 
using airguns as the acoustic source, 
from the research vessel R/V Marcus G. 
Langseth (Langseth). The surveys, 
including high and low energy surveys, 
would occur in the Puerto Rico Trench 
and the southern slope of Puerto Rico in 
the northwestern Atlantic Ocean during 
fall 2023. The survey would occur 
within the U.S. Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) around Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands and within the 
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